THE SUPPORT OF NATIVE CHRISTIANS. '    325
find suitable work. -In some missions, when persons
have shown an aptness for domestic service they have
been trained to it In a number of missions trades have
been started, and have been carried on for a longer or
shorter period, with more or less success; but, as a rule,
the rektion of employer and employed does not accord
well with the rektion of pastor and people. The diffi-
culty continues, and will no doubt Continue, but it is
decreasing every year. When travelling down through
Northern India in 1877 we found Christians hi every
place at which we stopped, and we learned they were
supporting themselves in various modes, in printing
offices, bookbinding establishments, railways, and public
offices. A number were in domestic service. I wish
fewer were thus employed. When anything goes wrong
in a house the Hindu and Muhammadan servants are
sure to blame the Christians; masters and mistresses
look for more from them than can be reasonably
expected, and they no doubt are apt to fall into the
well-known and objectionable habits of the class. The
more capable of the native Christians, the higher in
character and education, are for the most part employed
as teachers, catechists, and native preachers. A few-
have risen to responsible and lucrative positions in civil
life. A native Christian from Bengal held for some
years, to the great satisfaction of both Europeans and
natives, the office of Postmaster of Benares- He and
his wife were members of our native church. Another
member of our church for a time was the Inspector of
Post-offices in the Benares district
I believe in every mission in the North-West native
Christians contribute regularly to the support and diffu-
sion of the Gospel, and, considering their means, their

